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SUB J : MAHAMOOD RIAD VISITS QATAR 

1 . ON NOV 15 ARAB LEAGUE SECRETARY MAHAMOOD RIAD STOPPED OVER 
IN DOHA AS PART OF VISIT TO SEVERAL GULF CAPITALS. DURING 
COURSE OF STAY, RIAD MET WITH THE AMIR, SHAYKH KHALIFA BIN 
HAMAD AL THANI, AND WITH GOQ MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

SHAYKH SUHAYM BIN HAMAD AL THANI. IT IS REPORTED THAT RIAD 
DISCUSSED WITH THESE OFFICIALS THE SITUATION IN LEBANON, THE 
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST IN GENERAL, AND QUESTIONS OF ARAB 
UNITY, SOLIDARITY AND COOPERATION. MR RIAD ALSO MADE SOME REMARKS 
ON THE ALLEGATIONS OF AN "AMERICAN THREAT" TO OPEC COUNTRIES 

NOT TO RAISE THE PRICE OF OIL AT THE DECEMBER OPEC MINISTERIAL. 

2. UPON ARRIVAL AT DOHA AIRPORT, MR RIAD WAS ASKED BY THE 
QATARI DAILY "AL ARAB" ABOUT THE PROBLEM PRESENTLY FACING THE 
ARAB PEACE KEEPING FORCE IN LEBANON. HE REPLIED THAT THERE 

WERE NO PROBLEMS FACING THE ARAB PEACE KEEPING FORCE AND THAT THE 
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TWENTY-FOUR HOURS BUT IS BEING CARRIED OUT ACCORDING TO PLANS. 

HE THEN STATED THAT AS A RESULT OF THE WORK OF THE ARAB PEACE 
KEEPING FORCE, PEACE WOULD COME TO LEBANON VERY SHORTLY. 

3. MR RIAD WAS ALSO ASKED ABOUT THE "AMERICAN THREAT" TO OPEC 
COUNTRIES NOT TO RAISE PRICES IN DECEMBER. HE REPLIED THAT THIS 
ISSUE WAS NOT AN ARAB ISSUE, AS THERE ARE OTHER THAN ARAB MEMBERS 
OF OPEC JUST AS THERE ARE ARAB PETROLEUM IMPORTING COUNTRIES 

AS WELL AS EXPORTING COUNTRIES; THEREFORE, THE PROBLEM OF A 
PRICE INCREASE SHOULD NOT BE VIEWED AS JUST AN ARAB PROBLEM, 

BUT AN INTERNATIONAL PROBLEM. 

4. COMMENT: THE CONSENSUS HERE IS THAT IN ADDITION TO GENERAL 
BRIEFING OF THE AMIR AND THE FOREIGN MINISTER, THE MAIN PURPOSE 
OF MR RIAD'S VISIT TO DOHA WAS TO SECURE QATAR'S PORTION OF THE 
FINANCING PROMISED BY THE GOQ FOR THE ARAB PEACE KEEPING FORCE. 
WE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT HE DID NOT SUCCEED IN 
SECURING THE FUNDS PROMISED BY THE GOQ. 

YOUNG 
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